General Considerations
The peripheral arterial diseases may be separated into two definite groups. The first and more important is that of the changes in the arterial walls. These two groups may be again sub- A more common and a more dangerous form of gangrene is that seen most often in arteriosclerosis with diabetes, although it may also occur without diabetes. Here, of course, one is dealing primarily with insufficient blood supply in the extremities usually caused by arteriosclerosis obliterans. In these cases there is usually present, in greater or less degree some form of mycotic infection of the feet. These fungi are usually present in the interdigital spaces of the toes; or they may also be found in various excrescences of epithelium such as corns, calluses and other areas of the skin. These parasites may be present for many years and may cause no particular harm. In some instances, however, particularly in the interdigital spaces, they may cause maceration of the skin between the toes with resulting itching and burning. The patient is prone to tamper with these infected areas, either by rubbing the fingers between the toes or by application of a strong irritating antiseptic. If the location is in a corn or callus, the patient may attempt to remove these areas by means of infected razor blades or by picking these excrescences with dirty finger nails. In any event 
